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PAGE 01 DAMASC 02434 161304Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO DHA-02 MCT-01 CIAE-00 PM-04 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 TRSE-00 ACDA-07 /083 W 

161450Z 110392/40 

R 161209Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2695 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
DIA WASHDC 
SECDEF WASHDC 
USCINCEUR 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2434 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, SY, IZ 

SUBJECT: ASAD NEGOTIATING RETURN OF MICHEL AFLAQ 

1 . REGULAR SYRIAN SOURCE TOLD US APRIL 14 THAT SARG HAD 
RECENTLY RELEASED FROM PRISON 230 SUPPORTERS OF BAATH PARTY CO- 
FOUNDER MICHEL AFLAQ WHO HAD BEEN JAILED ONE-TWO YEARS AGO. 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, ASAD REGIME CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING WITH 
AFLAQ TO CONVINCE HIM TO RETURN FROM BAGHDAD AND RESIDE IN 
DAMASCUS. SOURCE SAID NEGOTIATIONS PROBABLY BEING CONDUCTED 
TRHOUGH SYRIAN RELATIVES OF AFLAQ'S WIFE. 

2. SEPARATE SOURCE TOLD US APRIL 8 THAT DAMASCUS OPPOSITION 
POLITICIANS TRYING TO ANALYZE IMPORT OF AFLAQ SPEECH 
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BROADCAST BY BAGHDAD SHORTLY BEFORE. ACCORDING TO THIS 
SOURCE, DAMASCENES INTRIGUED BY ALLEGED COMMENT OF 
AFLAQ THAT, "TOPPLING ASAD REGIME IS PAN-ARAB MISSION 
WHICH BAATH PARTY HAS HONOR TO SHARE WITH OTHERS." THEY 
SPECULATED THAT AFLAQ MAY HAVE SIGNALLED IRAQIS HAVE RECRUITED 
NON-BAATHIST ASSETS WITHIN SYRIA OR ABROAD TO RALLY AROUND 
ANTI-ASAD BANNER. 
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3. COMMENT: IT SEEMS THAT AFLAQ IS BEING TAKEN SERIOUSLY 
BY BOTH REGIME AND ITS OPPONENTS. WE RECALL THAT IN 1975 
REGIME UTILIZED AFLAQ'S BROTHER, THEN MFA DEPDIRECTOR OF 
WEST EUROPEAN AFFAIRS, TO ATTEMPT COAX MICHEL BACK TO 
DAMASCUS. THIS ATTEMPT FAILED, AND BROTHER REPORTEDLY WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY DETAINED ON HOUSE ARREST BY AUTHORITIES FOR 
SEVERAL MONTHS AND THEN ALLOWED TO RETURN TO WORK. ASAD 
HAS ALSO TRIED TO CONVINCE SALAH BITAR TO RETURN TO SYRIA, 

FIRST IN DECEMBER 1975 WHEN ASAD MET WITH BITAR RELATIVE 
RESIDING IN DAMASCUS TO REQUEST HE TRANSMIT TO BITAR SIGNED 
PRESIDENTIAL PARDON AND SECONDLY, ACCORDING TO OTHER 
REPORTING, WHEN BAATH PARTY RECENTLY GRANTED OFFICIAL PARDON 
TO BITAR. SYRIAN DISSIDNET NABIL SHUWAYRI, WHO ASSOCIATED 
WITH BITAR GROUP, HAS ALSO RECEIVED PARDON. ASAD MAY BE 
TRYING TO BLUNT EFFECTIVENESS OF AFLAQ-BITAR'S ANTI-REGIME 
ACTIVITIES BY EITHER WINNING THEIR RETURN TO SYRIA OR AT 
LEAST DEMONSTRATING TO THEIR SUPPORTERS IN THE SYRIAN BAATH 
PARTY THAT REGIME IS SINCERE IN ITS DESIRE TO RECONCILE WITH THEM. 
ASAD PERHAPS BELIEVES THAT CURRENT SECTARIAN TENSIONS IN 
IRAQ WILL BOLSTER HIS CAMPAIGN BY SUGGESTING THEIR FUTURE 
IN BAGHDAD POTENTIALLY OF LIMITED DURATION. 
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